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“Rogue Wallet” inventor hopes to see bulky back pockets disappear — along with those aching backs

By Colleen Marshall
Gazette Editor

It’s the image of a television sitcom — Seinfeld’s
George Costanza sitting on a bulky wallet, chock full of
slips of paper, credit cards and even candy, causing him
to sit off kilter and bemoan an aching back.

Now one area business owner believes he has
found a solution to the George Costanzas of the world,
thanks to his invention of a curved wallet designed to
fit in the front pocket of a pair of trousers.

Michael Lyons, a 48-year-old Cumberland
resident, who owns Tower Publishing in Standish, calls
the device “The Rogue Wallet.”

“It started because I was having severe lower
back pain and went to the doctor,” Lyons said. “The
first thing he said to me was, ‘Let me look at your
wallet.” He took a look at it, and told me to get rid of it,
that it was wrecking my back. But to be honest, I didn’t
believe him.”

But Lyons decided to follow the doctor’s advice
— rest, back exercises and ridding himself of the wallet
—and within a week, his back was much improved.

“I think the wallet was a real contributing factor
to the situation,” he said.

His back may have felt better, but another pain
began. Lyons kept losing his wallet. He’d put it in his
overcoat — and realized he’d left it in the car. He’d put
it in his suit jacket and forgot it was there the next day.
Holding on to the inch-and-a-half thick wallet, that he
had owned for 25 years, became a constant dilemma.

Soon after his back had recuperated, while
putting in a load of laundry, Lyons said one of his pants
had turned inside out. Upon closer inspection, he
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realized the shape of the inside of his pocket wasn’t his bu S-year-old wallet, seen at bottom.
square, but instead sewn in a curved contour. (Colleen Marshall photo)

“I thought, “Why not make a wallet that’s curved?’” he said. I certainly didn’t think it was a unique
idea. So I went to the U.S. Patent Office and looked up the idea — there were 252 patents, but none have the
curved aspect to them. And that’s when I thought, “You know, this might be something.””

Lyons said the first challenge was to create a prototype to move forward with his invention. He said
he wanted to ensure the final product was one that suited a wide range of people.

“We went through all kinds of design modifications and began to give out free samples at Dr.
(Joseph) Kerwin’s office,” he said. “It was a real learning curve.”

The process of applying for a patent is not only lengthy, but pricey as well, Lyons said.

“I have spent over $5,000 on the application,” he said. “But normally it is three times that amount for
lawyer’s fees. I had a colleague that is a patent agent, so that has been a great help.”

Lyons said he made 20 tweaks to the product during the three years since its inception. He said he
took out a liner that divided bulls from invoices, which only added to its bulkiness. He added a window for
a license to show and ended up taking out a section for photographs — an addition that had once again only
added to the bulk of the wallet. Lyons said he also reviewed what materials the wallet could be made of.
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And then it was complete. Lyons worked with 32north, a Biddeford manufacturing company, to
generate the first 50 Rogue Wallets — a hand-stitched three-eighths of an inch thick leather creation.

“Really the first think I wanted to do was get this launched so we could get it out there and people
could use it,” Lyons said, noting the wallet currently has “patent pending” status.

Looking back on his three years since that first doctor’s appointment, Lyons said he never envisioned
he would become an inventor — or have so much fun in becoming one.

“At the very beginning my goal was to just get it out there to see if I could get a patent,” he said. “I
planned on getting the patent and then licensing it to a major leather wallet manufacturing company.”

Lyons said he contacted several companies, however they first wanted to see its success rate before
getting involved.

“The idea is too different,” Lyons said. “It’s not just a standard wallet, it’s very unique and very thin.
It’s something that some people probably won’t like because only a small segment of the men’s market will
utilize it. The companies really loved the idea of it — but they all said to come back once it started selling.”

And it has started selling. Lyons said he receives an order a day, from areas throughout North
America, as well as a recent order from Asia.

“I’m hoping from a style point of view and a health point of view, it will be successful and move
forward.”



